
November 9, 2020 

Dear Garden City School Community, 

I hope you enjoyed a nice weekend and took advantage of the beautiful weather! I am writing 

to clarify a rumor circulating throughout our community via a Facebook posting that states 

that we are planning to close schools between Thanksgiving until after the December break.  I 

have received many emails regarding this rumor since yesterday. 

At this time, there are no plans or discussions to transition to full remote learning between 

the Thanksgiving and after the December break. No one wants our schools to close.  We 

have worked very hard to remain open, working closely with the Department of Health when we 

have any positive cases or students and staff needing to be quarantined.  Please know such 

rumors impact children and our entire school community causing unnecessary 

stress.  Many of our High School students are now worried that we will close.  Principal 

Steingruebner will be addressing this rumor with our students.  In addition, our K-8 principals 

have been alerted to this rumor and will address with students and staff accordingly. 

We will proceed with our current instructional program.    

As you may know, last week Gov. Cuomo issued an updated Executive Order (205.2) that 

revised the New York State Travel Advisory and quarantine requirements for travelers arriving 

in New York State effective November 4, 2020.  Please remember that NYS guidelines and 

procedures are continuously changing, so please be sure to visit the state website, prior to 

leaving New York, for the most current information.  

Here is the Travel Advisory link:   

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory 

Based on the advisory, please adhere to the following: 

• Travelers who were in another state (beyond the border states NJ, CT, PA, MA, 

VT) for less than 24 hours are not required to quarantine upon their arrival in New York 

but must now complete a Traveler Health Form and take a COVID-19 test four (4) days 

after their arrival. 

• NYS highly discourages, to the extent practical, non-essential travel between 

Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania while they meet the travel 

advisory criteria:   

o Travelers must obtain a test within 72 hours of departure from that state.  

o The traveler must, upon arrival in New York, quarantine for three days.  

o On day 4 of quarantine, the traveler must obtain another COVID test. If both tests 

come back negative, the traveler may exit quarantine early, upon receipt of the 

second negative diagnostic test.  

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


If you or your family members have plans to travel this Thanksgiving or during the break in 

December, please check the list of states on the NYS Travel Advisory List, as well as for 

International Travel. The list is typically updated each Tuesday.  

I know the upcoming holiday season will be difficult for many who may not be able to gather 

with extended family and friends due to these travel restrictions. Our goal, however, is to keep 

our community as safe as possible and to ensure that our schools are a safe environment for our 

students and staff to return to following the holidays. This is a responsibility that we share as a 

community, so I thank you in advance for your cooperation, understanding and continued 

partnership. 

Sincerely, 

Kusum 

Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


